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We rely on antibiotics to treat many common bacterial infections, 
including strep throat, skin and urinary tract infections, and some 
sexually transmitted infections. Antibiotics are also critical for 
patients whose immune systems have been weakened by 
chemotherapy or major surgery. Patients undergoing organ 
transplantation, hip and knee replacements, and cancer therapy are 
routinely given antibiotics to prevent infection. If current trends in 
antibiotic resistance continue, these medical procedures will become 
more difficult or even too dangerous to undertake. How did we get 
here and what can we do? We will examine the new antibiotic 
pipeline from the Pharmaceutical and Biopharmaceutical industries 
and look at novel approaches to treat infection. 
 
Professor Peter Lambert is President of the Lichfield Science & 
Engineering Society but before that, following his first degree in 
Chemistry and PhD in Microbiology, he worked on the discovery of 
new antibiotics in the Pharmaceutical Industry in the 1970s. Moving 
to Aston University as a Lecturer in Microbiology in 1980 Peter 
continued his research on antibiotic resistance, healthcare-related 
infections and mechanisms of bacterial virulence. He has published 
books, reviews and research papers on antibiotics and infection with 
his hospital-based medical microbiology colleagues. As Professor of 
Microbial Chemistry in Life and Health Sciences at Aston University, 
he is currently working on new ways to overcome antibiotic 
resistance and treat bacterial infections. 

 


